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Minutes of a Monthly Meeting of Great Ayton Parish Council 

Held on Tuesday 5
th

 October 2010 at 7.00 pm 
 

Present 

Cllrs: R Kirk (Chairman), Mrs J Imeson, Mrs F Greenwell, G Readman, N Waters, J Fletcher and D Conroy. 

Ms J S Cumbor (Parish Clerk), Mr H Atkinson (Cemetery Superintendent) and Mr P Suggitt (River Warden) 

Others Present: Sgt N Walther and 21 Members of the Public. 

 

1. Apologies - None. 

2. Declaration of Interest in items on the Agenda – None. 

 

3. Members of the Public invited to address the Council  

3.1. The Trod.   

3.1.1. Letters and emails had been received from Mr Wall, Ms Helm, Ms Coulson, M/M Stephenson, Mr D 

Jackson, Mr Connett and Mrs Scott make representations highlighting the issues and a request to close 

the Trod.  1 notification from the Police received reporting damage.   

3.1.2. 15 Residents attended the meeting to make their strong representations in public and highlight their 

concerns about the anti-social behaviour, the vandalism and the nature of rubbish being left on the Trod 

and how scared their children were of the area.   It was felt that no one used the path as there was a 

good tarmac path on Wheatlands to use, all the Residents wished the Trod to be closed and asked the 

Parish Council for help in achieving this.    

3.1.3. Some Residents stated they did not understand why the Trod had been cleaned at the weekend and in 

fact hadn’t wanted this to happen as they felt it would just attract more anti-social behaviour.    

3.1.4. Cllr Kirk stated that the path did not belong to the Parish Council and it was assumed that North 

Yorkshire County Council Highways owned this.   

3.1.5. Cllr Fletcher proposed that the Parish Council advised North Yorkshire County Council of the 

representations received and their desire to close the path requesting the details of how to start the 

consultation process for closure be advised.   This was seconded by Cllr Readman; a vote was taken with 

4 votes for the proposal, 1 against and 2 abstentions.   The Clerk was asked to write to NYCC. 

3.1.6. Cllr Kirk advised that the wider views of the Village would be required and this would be on the Agenda 

of the Annual Parish Meeting in March 2011.   It was stated that a process to close a public right of way 

can be very long and consultation would take with many different authorities including the Police and 

the Rambles Association.   The Residents were advised that they may need to have a spokes person and 

they would need to collate necessary information to support the closure.   It was also noted that if a 

closure was successful they may need to purchase the land and extend their gardens. 

3.2. Park Square – Willow Tree.   Mr Pearson asked where the Parish Council had obtained the information that 

there was no roots from the tree in the drain, it was not clear where this information had come from.   Mr 

Pearson confirmed that Hambleton District Council’s Tree Specialist has seen the tree, drains and DVD that 

showed the roots in the drain.   Cllr Mrs Imeson suggested to Mr Pearson that he submitted another application 

to remove the tree and forward the DVD with this. 

3.3. New Car Park Allotments – see Council Services Report. 

 

4. Minutes  

 The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 7
th

 September 2010 were approved and signed. 

 

5. Police Business 

5.1. The September Statistics were received. 

5.2. It was reported that 4 lead thefts had taken place. 

5.3. The Police commented that the houses backing on to the Trod needed to reduce the height of hedges/fences to 6ft to be 

able to carry out more surveillance.  

 

6. Council Services Report  

The Report was received, it was resolved to accept decisions and recommendations made in the Report. 

 

7. Matters arising from the minutes (for information only) 

7.1. Village Hall 

Cllr Kirk advised that the windows would be replaced in two weeks.   The Council Chamber would be painted and a new 

carpet fitted and then meetings could resume at the Village Hall in the Council Chamber.    Minute continued. 

 

8. Clerk’s Report 

The Report was received, it was resolved to accept the decisions and recommendations detailed in the Report. 
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9. Accounts Report 

The Report was received, it was resolved to approve the payments detailed in the Report.  

    

10. Correspondence and Information Report 

The Reports were received, it was resolved to accept decisions made in the Report.  

 

11. Planning Report  

The Report was received, it was resolved to accept decisions made in the Report. 

 

12. Councillors’ Reports  

12.1. Cllr Mrs Greenwell advised that excavation work and the building of walls, which did not have planning permission, 

appeared to be taking place at Bank Flow Farm.   The Clerk was asked to report this to the Planning Department. 

12.2. Cllr Mrs Greenwell and Cllr Readman advised that The Captain Cook Schoolroom Museum Trust had been successful in 

finding a permanent occupant for the Museum Shop.  The Parish Council would need to remove its belongings to allow 

occupation and an alternative venue would need to be found to hold Parish Council Meetings.   It was noted that the 

Chamber would be available shortly but it was not clear if it would be ready for the November Meeting. 

12.3. Cllr Fletcher reported that the old Friends School Cricket Pavilion roof was damaged, it was determined that this was the 

Parish Council’s responsibility.   The Clerk was asked to arrange repairs. 

12.4. Cllr Fletcher advised a beech tree at The Riverside had been damaged by rabbits and would need to be replaced.  The Clerk 

was asked to arrange this. 

 

The date of the next meeting will be Tuesday 2
nd 

November 2010, venue to be advised when the Agenda published. 
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